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SOME 


REMAR ks on 4 Parthian Coin. 


Reverend Sir, 


Read Mar. 24. N 8 we know little of the reigns of 
5 che latter Parthian kings, and leſs 
ſtill of their coins; an attempt to ſtrike out even the 
leaſt new light on either of thoſe heads will not, I per- 
ſuade myſelf, prove unacceptable to the Royal Society. 
In this perſuaſion, I do myſelf the honour to ſend 
you a few conjectures upon another braſs Parthian 
medal, in my poſſeſſion, as remarkable, on account 
of the double legend it contains, as the former, which 
I endeavoured a little to illuſtrate about a year ago. 
This medal, which certainly merits the attention of 
the curious, is in very good conſervation, and ap- 
proaches near the ſize of thoſe of the middle Roman 
braſs. It exhibits the head, or effigies, of a Parthian 
king, with a beard, diadem, and hair formed into 
ſuch curls as I never yet obſerved upon any an- 
tient coins. Under the effigies, the Greek letters 
22227 7, which demonſtrate 

the piece to be Parthian, appear; and, on the reverſe, 

a2 Vicłory, done ſomething after the Roman manner, 
tho the workmanſhip is pretty rude, preſents itſelf 
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to our view, together with a legend in a language 
and character at this time unknown. The legend 
confiſts of ten complete elements, placed behind the 
Victory above- mentioned; beſides which there is one 
in the field of the medal, being probably the initial let- 
ter of the name of the city where the coin was ſtruck. 
The metal, tho termed by me braſs, diſcovers ſome- 
thing of a compoſition, ſimilar to that of his Grace 
the Duke of Devonſhire's medal of Vologeſes III. as 

deſcribed by (1) Sig. Haym. This coin, of which 
I herewith tranſmit you a draught moſt accurately 
taken (See Tas. IV. Fig. 1.), having not yet, as I 
apprehend, been publiſhed ; you will permit me now 
to offer a few curſory remarks upon it, drawn up in 
the ſhorteſt and moſt conciſe manner poſſible. 


1. The Greek legend, had all of it appeared, 
would undoubtedly have been either BACIA&WN 
MET AC MONNHCHC, or. BACIAEHC BACIA&WN 
MeFAC MONNHCHC; of which I ſhould chuſe 
the former, notwithſtanding it is ſuch Parthian Greek, 
as the round of the medal ſeems not to have been 
capable of containing the latter. It will be, at firſt 
ſight, obſerved, that this legend is different from 
thoſe of the Parthian coins hitherto deſcribed; which 
are exhibited in the (2) genitive, not the nominative, 
caſe. The laſt two letters MO leave no room to 
doubt, tho the O is not ſo extremely well preſerved, 
that the piece was ſtruck when Monneſes ſat upon the 
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(1) Nicol. Haym Roman. Del. Teſor. Britan. Vol, ii. p. 36, 37. 
In Londra, 1720. AD | 
(2) J. Foy Vaill. in Arſacid. Imper. Pariſiis, 1728. Numiſm. 
Antiqu. Collect. a Thom. Pembroch. et Montis Gomer. Com. P. 2. 
T. 76. Nicol. Haym Roman. ubi fup. p. 30-38. 
| | T7” Parthian 
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Parthian throne. It is true, indeed; the firſt element 


of the prince's name is not ſo apparently a Mu; tho 
it reſembles that letter, even as preſerved on this 


very medal, much more than any other of the 
Greek alphabet. It is however totally unlike the 
Alpha near it, as well as all the other forms of 


that element to be met with in Montfaucon £31 


and bears not the leaſt reſemblance to Beta (4), 
particularly the Beta which qught to have been 
impreſſed, on this piece; as moſt evidently appears 


from a particle of that letter, viſible in its proper 


place. From whence we may infer, that the cha- 
racter I am conſidering muſt be Mu; as Alpha, 
Beta, and Mu, were the only initial letters, according 
to Dr. Vaillant (5), of the names of the Parthian 


kings reigning after the introduction of the Omega 


of the minuſcular form, as it here occurs, upon the 
Parthian - coins, But Monneſes was the only one 
of thoſe princes whoſe name began with My, and 
conſequently. the two laſt Greek elements on this 


medal are part of his name. The metal and ſize 


of this piece, as none belonging to the other Par- 
thian monarchs ſeem to have been yet met with 
of the ſame form, which exactly agree with thoſe 
of Monneſes's (6) coin publiſhed by Dr. Vaillant, may 


likewiſe be urged, as an additional argument of no 


| {mall 1 in MPI. of my - 
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1 3) Montfaue Pateegreph Dies p. 123, 124, 125. Parisi, 
1508, 

(4) Idem ibid. 

(5) J. Foy Vaill. ubi ſup. 


(6) J. Foy Vaill. ubi ſup. p. 335» 341. 
Vol. 50. 2. That 


teh 

2. That the Greek and unknown legends onthis 
medal are either of the ſame or a ſimilar import, 
will be acknowleged by all verſed in this kind of 
literature extremely probable. The Greek and Phe. 
nician legends on the ſame (7) coins of Tyre and 
Sidon, as I have, upon examination, found, and ſhall 
hereafter more fully evince, clearly correſpond. The 
Latin and Punic legends on Juba's medals, as has 
been by me formerly proved (8), very well agree. 
The ſenſe (9) I have aſſigned the legend in unknown 
characters, exhibited by the reverſe of my former Par- 
thian coin, with, I flatter myſelf, ſome appearance 
of truth, ſufficiently anſwers to the Greek one pre- 
ſerved by other medals of the ſame 1 We 
may therefore be permitted to ſuppoſe, that both 
the legends handed down to us by the coin before 
me related to Monneſes, and conveyed the ſame, or 
at leaſt extremely ſimilar, ideas to the Parthians and 
the Greeks. Nothing can be more conſonant to 
reaſon, tho we muſt not directly aſſume this as 2 

poſtulate, than ſuch a ſuppoſition. 
3. This notion will likewiſe receive a- farther ac- 
ceſſion of ſtrength from the characters of which the 
unknown legend is compoſed. The firſt of them 
ſo nearly approaches one of the forms of the Pal- 


** — * A —_ rags 


(7) Montfauc. ubi ſup. p. 118, 119. Hadrian. Reland. Pa- 
leſiin. Illuſirat. Tom. ii. p. 1014, 1015, 1055. Trajecti Batavo- 
rum, 1714. I have a Latin diſſertation in the preſs here, almoſt 


printed off, containing an explication of a conſiderable number of | 


coins of Tyre and Sidon, with Phoenician legends upon them. 
(8) De Num. guibuſd. Sam. et Phan. &c. Difſert. p. 53—50- 
Oxon. 1750. | | TY 
(9) Phileſoph. Tranſact. Vol. xlix. p. 593---607. 
„ myrene 
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myrene Pe, as it appears in (10) Mr. Dawkins's al- 
phabet, that we may without ſcruple aſcribe to it the 
power of that letter. The ſecond is fo like the Pal. 
myrene and the Chaldee Daleth (11), that it ought 

indubitably ta paſs for that element. The third dif- 
fers ſomething, tho not greatly (12), from one of 
the forms of the Palmyrene He. The fifth, which 
likewiſe occupies the eighth place, is by no means 
remote from the figures of the (13) Palmyrene and 
Chaldee Nun. The ſixth occurred in the third place 
before. With regard to the ſeventh, it ſeems to me 
pretty ſtrongly to reſemble ſome forms of the Pal. 
myrene Mem (14), and even exactly to anſwer to 
that of the ſame letter in (15) one of the Palmyrene 
inſcriptions preſerved amongſt thoſe celebrated re- 
mains of antiquity commonly, tho' perhaps improper- 
ly, ſtiled The Ruins of PR RSE POLIS. The ninth is the 

He touched upon before. The tenth, which alſo ſuc- 
ceeded the third, if the powers of the other elements 
have been rightly determined, muſt be Schin. Nor 
does this character, if we view it in a certain poſi- 
tion, appear very remote from a rude form of that 
letter. This legend then, according to what is here 
advanced, as it now remains, conſiſts of the words 
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(10) Philsſoph. Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. p. 60 3. 
(11) Pbileſeph. Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. p. 693, 740. 
(12) Philoſoph. Tranſact. ubi ſup. 
(13) Philoſoph. Tranſact. ibid. + 
(14) Philoſoph. Tranſact. ubi 4 * p. 693, 740. 2 
(15) Chard. Voyages en Perſe, &c. Tom. iii. p. 119. A Am- 
ſterdam, 1711. Phileſeph. Tranſact. Vol. xlix, p. 597, 598. 
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EMONEs H, or (16) PADESHAN AMONESH, that 
is, MONESH, or AMONESH, - -- - - OF KINGS: 


the word PADISHAH, or rather PADESHAH, as 


it ſeems to have been written and pronounced by the 
(17) antient Perſians, in the Pehlawian, Pehelawian, 
or Baſtanian, that is, the old Perſic, tongue, denoting 


(18) KinG. That NI, or NE, was ſometimes a 


maſculine plural termination in the antient Perfic, 
ſeems to appear from the word, or rather words, 


-es, BIR. ZEIVESHNI, LON- 
GAVT, A occurs in Dr, Hyde (19). And that 


the vowels A and E were ſometimes prefixed to the 
Perſian proper names, i in the remoter periods of time, 


— — 


(6 ) That the plural termination of PADESHAH, or SHAH, 
which, according to Khojah Afdhalo'ddin, denoted originally the 
ſame thing, was AN, or perhaps ANE, in the days of Ammianus 
Marcellinus, there is good reaſon to believe; ; the 1242 SAANSAA, 
KING OF KINGS, having been then uſed by the Perſians, and 
handed down to us by that author. The term SAA, SAA, equi- 


valent to the Perſic SHAH, KING, likewiſe occurs in Agathias, 
a writer of the ſixth century. Should my explication of the Par- 


thian legend of the coin before me meet with the approbation of 
the learned, it will perhaps be granted me, that the plural of 
PADESHAH, or PADESHA, amongſt the Parthians was PA- 
DESHAN, if not PADESHANE, in the ſecond century after 
CHRIST. Hyd. Hit. Rel. Vet. Perſ. p. 416. Khojah Afdhalo'ddin, 
D'*Herbel. Biblioth. Orient. p. 767. Hadr. Reland. Diſſert. viii. de 
Vet. Ling. Perſ. p. 221, 222. Ammian. Marcellin. Lib. xix. cap. 2. 
Agath. Lib. iv. p. 135, 136. Pariſiis, 1660. Ezech. Spanhem. De 
4. et U /. Numuſn. Antiguor. Tom, i. p- 46 3-466. Lond. 
15 17) Hyd. Hit. Rel. Vet. Perſ. p. 79. Oxon. 1700. 


(18 D'Herba. Biblioth, Orient. p. 699, 767. Hyd. ubi ſup. 


Hadr. Reland. Diſert. viii. de Vet. Ling Perſe p. 147. Loh ad 
Rhenum, 1707. 


(19) Hyd. ubi ſup, p. 326, ; 
18 


baja, Lond td 
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is abundantly manifeſt, from the words  SFITA- 


MAN, ESFINTAMAN, or ESPINTAMAN, the 


(20) name of either the father or one of the an- 
ceſtors of Zerituſht ; XERXES, (21) AXERXES, 


or AXERSES,' and others of the ſame kind, that 
might, with equal facility, be produced. Whether 


therefore we read this legend - - - - PADESHANE 
MONESH, PADESHAN EMONESH, or PA- 
DESHAN AMONESH, we cannot greatly err. 


As the coin was not ſo perfectly ſtruck, part of 


the Greek legend is thereby apparently loſt; from 


- whence, and the evident want of a word there, we 


may conclude, that the Parthian legend, for Parthian 
by the explication here laid down it ax to be, 
on the correſpondent part of the reverſe, muſk have 
met with the ſame fate. What that Parthian term 
was, I cannot take upon me to ſay; but the whole 


legend was probably ſomething like THE GREAT 


KING MONNESES, MONNESES THE KING 


OF KINGS, or MONNESES (22) THE GREAT 


KING OF KINGS; all which titles are intirely 
conſonant to thoſe aſſumed by the Parthian kings (23), 
and tranſmitted down to us on their other coins. 


| The Perſian, or Parthian, termination of the proper 


name MONNESES, and others that occur, was 
ESH. This may be inferred from the legend now be- 
fore me, in — with Scripture (24), and has 


— —— 


Hyd. ubi 3 . 18 312. = 
(29 th | 


atth. Hiller, Onan Sacr, p. 610. fad. Reland. ubi 
ſup. p. 259-262. 
(22) Nicol. Haym Roman. ubi ſup. p. 33. 
(23) J. Foy Vaill. & Nicol. Haym Roman, ubi ſup, & alib. 
0 Eſth. leg Uh . „ 
B been 


. 
been remarked by ſome good authors (25). 
the Greeks alſo expreſſed the Schin by Mk ms 
and fuperadded another termination 3 ſuch words, 
is ſufficiently manifeſt from the Perſian, or Parthian, 
ARSHAEK (26), which was converted into AxsAcks 
by the Greek writers. I muſt farther obſerve, that, 
according to Herodotus (27), the antient letters of the 
Perfians were thoſe uſed by the Aſfyrians; which I 
take to have been the ſame with the elements that 
prevailed amongſt the Syrians, and formed the alpha- 
bet of the Palmyrenes. Nay, we may eollect from 
(28) Epiphanius, that a conſiderable part of the Per- 
ſians uſed the Palmyrene characters as late as the de- 
cline of the fourth century after CHRIST. All which 
being maturely weighed, I cannot forbeax thinking the 
interpretation of the Parthian legend here laid down 
in a good degree probable: 'I am far however from 
inſiſting upon ike a truth of it. I ſhall only beg to be 
indulged the liberty of propoſing it to the confidera- 
tion of our moſt illuſtrious Society, and leave the 
fate of it intirely to the deciſion of fo very eminent 
a part of the learned world, 

4. But however my explication of the Parthian 
legend may be received, I believe it will ſcarce be 
denied, that the coin was ftruck in the reign of 
Monneſcs, one of the n ee 8e 


| (25) Scalig. Protigum, in Lib, de jr ee Temp. p. 41. Col. 


Allobrog. 1629. & Can. Ves. f. 317. Matth. Hiller. ubi ſup. p. 
619, 620, 


(26) Moſes 3 Hiſt. Armen. Lib. ii. iii. Theophil. Si- 


gefr. Bayer. Hiſt. Oſrhoen. &c. p. 97. Petropoli, 1734 
(27) Herodot. Lib. iv. c. 87. 
(28) Epiphan. Adv. Her. Lib. ii. Tom, i i. p. 629. Pariſ. 1622. 


having 
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having been ſo clearly evinced, by the reaſons above 
It may not be improper here to remark, 
= the republic of letters has been obliged with the 
publication of two of this prince's medals ; the firſt 
of which was (29) coined in the year of the Parthian 
æra 422, and the other in 4.25 (30). Neither of them 
however exhibits the /7#ory impreſſed on the reverſe 
of mine. That ſymbol, adopted by the Parthians 
in imitation of hy Roman manner, "a6 undoubt- 
edly have alluded to ſome victory, or at leaſt — 
3 advantage, gained by the Parthian for 
over the Romans, a little before the piece was ſtruck. 
What that advantage was, when and where obtained, 
and whether hiſtory conſpires with the medal, in 
order to ſettle this point, I am next to inquire. 
5. Monneſes, if Dr. Vaillant (31) may be cre- 
dited, aſcended 1 tho Parthian throne in the year of the 
Arſacidæ 422, nearly coincident with the 166th of 
CuRISsT, when M. Aurelius andL. Verus prefided 
over the Roman world. But ſo far were the Par- 
thians at that time from gaining any victories over 
the Romans, that they were every where worſted 
by them, and put to the rout. A Roman 2 
under the command of Avidius Caſſius, had 
trated into Meſopotamia and Aſſyria, ravaged thoſe 
provinces, laid Seleucia in aſhes, taken Cteſiphon, 
and levelled the —w_ Ow there with the ground, 
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(209) Foy Vaill ubi ſup. p. 330. 


(30) affelus, in Cal. Anti _ 8 . Select. Epiſt. 22. p. Io“. 
Partie, 1733. 


(3) N wy. val. udi ſup. p. 3345 335, 336, 339: 
B 2 according 
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according to Dio (32), the preceding year. Nay, 
it appears both from (33) Capitolinus and the Ro- 


man (34) coins, that M. Aurelius and L. Verus tri- 
umphed over the Parthians, the very year after Mon- 


neſes, as (35) Dr. Vaillant will have it, came to the 


crown. All which that celebrated antiquary ac- 
knowleges to be true; and adds, that Monneſes 
concluded an infamous peace with the Romans, 
ceding to them the whole province of Meſopo- 
tamia, for which he was ſoon after depoſed by 
his ſubjects. Here then we can diſcover not the 
fainteſt traces of a reaſon for the appearance of a Vic- 
20 upon the medals of this prince. Nor does any 
thing like a reaſon for ſuch an appearance, in antient 
hiſtory, occur, before the 950th year of Rome, cor- 


_ reſponding: with the 197th of CHRISHH; when the 
Parthians, animated by the civil dillentions, which 


reigned amongſt the Romans, Albinus and Severus 
then fiercely contending for the empire, entered 


Meſopotamia with a powerful army (36), and re- 
duced to their obedience moſt of the cities of that 


. : WY 8 > — 
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(32) Dio, Lib, Ixxi. p. $02. Imperatar. 3 Numiſm. Sc. 
Stud. & Cur. Franciſc. Mediobarb. Birag. p. 218. J. Fon! Vaill, 


Can. Chronologic. Reg. Parthor. p. 41. 


(33) Jul. Capitolin. in M. Antonin. Pbiloſ. et in Ver. 
(34) Imperator. Romanor. Numiſm. &c. Stud. & Cur, Franciſc. 


Mediobarb. _ S. R. I. Com. &c. p. 220. Mediolani, 1683. 


(35) J. Foy Vaill. ubi ſup. & in Ar acid Imper. p. 338. 

(36) Dio, Lib. Ixxv. p. 853. J. Foy Vaill. in ad Imper. 
p. 3 56. & in Can. Chronologic. p. 42. Ludovic. Du Four de Lon- 
guerüe, Ab. S. Joan. de Jardo ad Melod. et Sept. Font. in Theraſc. 


Annal. Arſacidar. p. 5 1. Argentorati, 1732. Eraſm. Froelich, 8. 


J. S. in Dub. de Minni mars r. Aliorumque Armen. Reg. Num. et Arſa- 
cidar. Epoch. nuper vulgat. p. 66, Viennæ Auſtriæ, 1754. 
province. 
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province. Now if, with F. Corfini (37), we admit 
the commencement of the Parthian æra to have 
happened in the 525th year of Rome; the 425th ot 
#26th year of the former and the goth of the latter 
of thoſe zra's, wherein the Parthians undertook the 
Meſopotamian expedition, will nearly coincide. But it 
may be proved from a medal of Monneſes, deſcribed 
by the (38) Marquis Scipio Maffei, in oppoſition to 
(39) Dr. Vaillant, that this prince was not dethroned 
in the year of the Arſacidæ 423, but had two years 
afterwards the management and direction of the 
Parthian affairs: wherefore, notwithſtanding what 
has been advanced to the contrary by that antiquary, 
he might ſtill have ſat one or two years longer upon 
the Parthian throne. This may likewiſe be inferred 
from Dio, who mentions Vologeſes as preſiding over 
the Parthians, not in 198, but in 199, about two 
years after their irruption into Meſopotamia. All 
which being with proper attention conſidered, it will 
appear extremely probable, that the medal I have 
been endeavouring to explain was coined either in 
the 42 5th or 426th year of the Parthian' ra, that is, 
the 197th of CHRIST; that the authority of (40) 
Arrian, (41) Juſtin, and (42) Athenæus, on which 


1. 


(37) Edv. Corſin. Cl. Reg. Scholar. Piar. in Acad. Piſan. Hu- 

manior, Litterar. Profeſſ. De Minniſar. Aliorumq; Armen. Reg. 

Num. et Arſacid. Epoch. Diſſertat. p. 13—29, Liburni, 17 54. 
(38) Maff. in Gall. Antiqu. Epiſt. 22. p. 106. 

(39) J. Foy Vaill. ubi ſup. p. 338. 

(40) Arrian. in Parthic. apud Photium, Cod. 58. & apud Syncell. 

in Chronograph. p. 226. ns Ras 

(41) Juſt, Lib. xli. c. 4. 

(42) Athen. Deipnoſeph, Lib. iv. c. 13, 


F. Cor- 
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F. Corſini principally founds his notion, may be in- 
tirely depended upon; and, in fine, that the argu- 
ments he makes uſe of on this occaſion, to (43) 
evince the truth of his ſcheme, however they may 
be oppoſed by F. Frœlich, and the medal before me 
mutually ſtrengthen and ſupport one another.. 
6. I muſt not forget to remark, that F. Corſini 
thinks, without a proper foundation, that the piece 
of Monneſes publiſhed by Dr. Vaillant may be con- 
ſidered either as a Parthian or (44) an Armenian coin. 
| This, I ſay, he takes, without a proper foundation, 
| to be the caſe. For the medals of the Armenian 
kings, ſuch as that he has obliged the learned world 
With a draught of, and a moſt excellent diſſertation 
upon, diſcover a taſte far different from that which 
is exhibited by Dr. Vaillant's coin. The air of the 
| | face, the curls into which the hair is formed, and in 
| fine every thing elſe viſible upon the former, except 
| : 0 the ſymbols on the reverſes, bear little reſemblance to 
what is preſented to our view by the latter. As for the 
titles, impreſſed on theſe medals, they are far from 
being of the ſame kind; the Armenian princes in 
this particular approaching nearer the ſucceſſors of 
Seleucus (45), and contenting themſelves with more 
plain and ſimple titles than that lofty one affected by 
Monneſes, according to Dr. Vaillant, in common 
with the other Parthian kings. To which I may 
add, that my coin ſets this point beyond diſpute, by 
the Parthian characters it has ſo apparently preſerved ; 
all the Armenian medals I have hitherto met with, 


CY * 
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(43) Corſin. ubi ſup, 
(44) Corſin. ubi ſup. p. 2. 
(45) Eraſm. Froel. ubi ſup. p. 72. 
"0K about 


ut 


f is 1 

about ehre or four in number, as well as that 
of Baron 0 beg has fo 
learnedty ex ek legends upon 
them. 2 he has Adee on bis 
head, muſt be conſidered as not altogether ſo con- 
ſonant to truth; eſpecially, as he ſeems to have of- 
fered nothing of any * weight | in ſupport of his 
opinion. 

7. Before I diſmiſs the preſent ſubject, I muſt beg 
leave to take notice of the Parthian character on the 
field of my medal, which is not very unlike the 
Chaldee (47) or Palmyrene Aleph, tho' of ſomething 
a ,more co x form. Should this be allowed, 


that character may be conſidered as the initial letter 
of ARSACIA, the name of a city ſubject to the 


Parthians, placed by (48) Ptolemy in Media; where, 


according to (49) Dr. Vaillant, many of the Parthian | 
medals were coined. That city is however believed 


by ſome to have been ſeated on the ſpot occupied- 


at this time by Cafbin, or rather Kazwin (50), one 
of the principal towns of the Belad Al Jebal, or 
mountainous part of the Perfian Irak; for a par- 
ticular account of which place, the curious may 
have recourſe to Golius, and the eaſtern geographers. 
As I have alrea wy, far exceeded the limits propoſed. 
to myſelf, when — this letter, I ſhall not now 
touch upon any other obſervati ons relative to the 


(46) Corſin. in Ded. Nob. Fir. Phil. Venut. p. 5. 

(47) Philoſoph. Tranſact. LS xlviii. p. 693, 740. 

(48) Ptol. Tab. Urb. Inſign. p. 39. Ed. :— a Oxon: 1712. 

(49) J. Foy Vaill. in Arſaad. Imper. p . 

(50) Hamdalla Iſm. Abu'lfed. Mohammed Al Firauzabad. 
Naſsir Al Tüſi, Ulugh Beik, &. Golii n not. ad Alfragan. p. 200 


* 204. 8 
medal 


medal before, me, which, is ; the only one 1 have hi- 
therto met with carrying a Greek and a Parthian 


legend upon it; but * aſſure you! hat I am, with 
the moſt PERS * 


81 R, 
5 | Your moſt obliged, | 
i: 6-2 "ON moſt obedient Servant, 
Oxon. N is 29th, * | 
1756. 


e e e ee e John n 


